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Make A Donation

We Are A Thriving United Methodist Church

Friends,
 
Sunday is Transfiguration Day when we remember Jesus
being transfigured before his disciples in a mountain top
experience. The Red Mountain Brass will join us to
provide special music, which is part of the Mardi Gras
celebrations prior to Lent. On March 2, the first day of
Lent, we will prepare ourselves with a “come and go”
Ash Wednesday service in the Chapel. Following a time for personal
reflection, the Sacrament of Communion will be shared and ashes
imposed on foreheads.

I invite you to join me in a special emphasis on prayer during Lent. I will
preach a series of sermons on The Lord’s Prayer. There is also an
opportunity to participate in a small group to share and learn from the
Lord’s Prayer. We will use a study guide prepared by Rev. Adam
Hamilton. Please sign up for one of these opportunities in Lindsay Hall or
call the Church Office.

Soren Kierkegaard, a Danish theologian, wrote this statement on prayer,
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which I find helpful. “The immediate person thinks and imagines that
when he (she) prays, the important thing, the thing he(she) must
concentrate upon, is that God will hear what he(she) is praying for and
yet the true, eternal sense and it is just the reverse. The true relationship
in prayer is not when God hears what is prayed for, but when the person
praying continues to pray until he(she) is the one who hears, who hears
what God wills. The immediate person, therefore, uses many words and
makes demands in prayers, while the true person of prayer is quiet and
listens for God to speak.”

We don’t have to concoct flowing sentences filled with coded words to
relate effectively to God. Rather, we are called to slow down, be quiet in
our inner being and listen. That, after all, is the formula for a holy Lent.

So...,

- Slow down: change the pace of life, set aside specific periods of time
for prayer, and observe this with discipline.

- Quiet yourself: forget eloquence, drop the agendas, set aside the "I
wish" list.

- Listen: open your mind, expose nerve endings, entertain the concept of
change, be vulnerable. I pray you will discover some new insights and
ideas from God during this season of Lent.
Marvin

LENTEN STUDIES BEGIN THIS TUESDAY!

TUESDAYS - begins March 1 @ 10:00 am in Room 4



Facilitated by Denny Steele

WEDNESDAYS - begins March 2 @ 10:00 am in Room 4
Facilitated by Rev. George Smoot

WEDNESDAYS - begins March 2 @ 6:00 pm in Room 1
Facilitated by Dawn Norfleet and Rev. Arnpriester

THURSDAYS - begins March 3 @ 12:00 pm in Room 4
Facilitated by Cathy Smoot

FRIDAYS - begins March 4 @ 10:00 am at Schimpf Home
Facilitated by Ken and Judy Schimpf

SUNDAYS - begins March 6 @ 10:30 am in Room 1
Facilitated by Sunday School Leaders

MONDAYS - begins March 7 @ 2:00 pm on Zoom
Facilitated by Ginger Dolberg

UNISON PRAYER

Holy God, creator of the universe, abide with us; inspire our
thinking, pervade our imagination, suggest our priorities,
strengthen our resolve to live life fully so there are no regrets
when we leave this life for your eternal presence. Guide us in
our speaking and our silence, our haste and our leisure, in
company and in solitude. Convince us in times of doubt and
fear to hang in there and trust you. In the freshness of the
morning and the weariness of the evening, grant us to appreciate and
rejoice in your constant, caring companionship throughout our lives.
Amen.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

If you are interested in joining Sun Lakes
United Methodist Church next time we
receive members, please stop and visit
Pastor Marvin or call the Church Office at
(480) 895-8766.



UMW ANNUAL RETREAT

The annual United Methodist Women's
Retreat will be Saturday, March 5, 9:00
am to 2:00 pm.

Tickets will be on sale after worship on
February 27. You may also purchase a
ticket in the Church Office starting on
February 14.

Please pick up a flyer in Lindsay Hall or
watch for more information in Kairos. We hope to see you there!

ADULT EDUCATION AVAILABLE

The Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation adult education
program has its first activity for 2022 on March 8 and
15, 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm, led by Rabbi Wiener and
Pastor Marvin entitled:

"The Separation of Church and State...What Happened?"

The March 8 seminar will focus on the intent and history of the efforts to
separate church and state from 1776 to 1940. The second session will
cover 1940 to the present day. This topic, although a hallmark of the U.S.



Constitution, is misunderstood by many citizens. This interdenominational
examination of a vital aspect of American democracy should be of interest
to all.

SINGLES EVENT AT BARLEENS!

Mark your calendar for Saturday, March 12, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm to
attend Barleens' Variety Show! We will meet in the parking lot at 10:15
am and carpool to their location in Apache Junction. Sign up in Lindsay
Hall or call the Church Office!

In their 35th season, Barleens' Variety Show will entertain and delight you
with their music and comedy!

Payment ($45) is due by February 24 in the Church Office.

HALE THEATER!



Open to the congregation! Sign up for the Hale Theater performance of
"Brigadoon" Saturday, March 26, at 3:00 pm.

"A major Broadway hit with one of the most romantic scores ever
written!" While on a hunting trip to Scotland, an American named Tommy
happens upon a mythical Scottish town that appears only once every
hundred years and instantly becomes mesmerized by its charms and a
sweet “lassie” named Fiona. “Come ye from the hills! Come ye from the
mills!” and join us for a most unforgettable evening!"

To reserve and purchase your ticket ($32) you must sign up in Lindsay
Hall or contact the Church Office at (480) 895-8766. Tickets must be paid
for by Friday, March 11, are first come first served, and are non-
refundable.

Transportation is not provided for this event.

PRAYER TEAM IS HERE FOR YOU

The SLUMC Prayer Team is alive and going
strong. Each week we field requests from
the congregation and commit those
requests to a week of intentional prayer.

Your requests come to us via the Prayer
Request cards located in the pews and
placed in the drop boxes in the Sanctuary,
Narthex, or in the entry to Lindsay Hall;

from requests called into the office, and from the Prayer and Care tracker
the Church uses. Call the Church Office at (480) 895-8766 with your
request.

We can use more people to become intentional prayers on our team. If
this might be a calling for you, join us on Thursday mornings at 9:00 am
in the Lindsay Hall Parlor. We start with a devotional time, followed by a
reading of the requests and then assignments made. Our focus in the
devotionals is on intercessory prayer. John 16:24 says, “Until now you
have asked nothing in my name; ask and you will receive, that
your joy may be made full.”

Come, and experience joy through prayer.

MISSION NEWS

Off to Heber!

As soon as Chris with Open Box Pantry
in Heber saw the car full of goodies she
started to cry.



The shelves were pretty bare when we
arrived. Chris told us she sees five to
six families a day, twice the normal.

Chris has started a guest book for
people to sign in. It is already full from
the last few months. A lot of comments
of "thank you very much, don't know
what I would do without you."

Chris asked that we extend her thanks
to the congregation for their generosity
as this will help them get through the
winter.

ALTAR FLOWERS

Altar Flowers were provided on February 20 by:



Cora Lathom Levensky in memory of Lib and Carmen
Monday.

THANK YOU!



It has been brought to my attention that the
information I was given regarding our speaker, Pam
Koopman, was not correct. She was never
incarcerated for her gambling addiction.

I apologize for this misinformation.
 

Ginger Dolberg 
United Methodist Women - Communications 

PRAYERS

You are encouraged to pray for the churches, centers, and
pastors of the East District of the Desert Southwest
Conference. You may even send a card or note to the pastor
or churches for which you are praying. 

Crossroads UMC, Phoenix
Cross in the Desert UMC, Phoenix
Chandler UMC 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY

...to Ellyn Martin, family, and friends on the
death of her husband, Don Martin, who died
Saturday, February 5. A memorial service will
be held on Monday, April 4 at 10:30 am.

...to the family and friends of Bob Craft, who
died Friday, January 28. Memorial service
information is pending.

...to the family and friends of Don Baldwin who died Monday, January 10.
A memorial service will be held Saturday, March 12, 11:00 am in the
Chapel.

...to the family and friends of Martha Paffenroth, who died Wednesday,
January 5. Memorial service information is pending.
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Sun Lakes United Methodist Church
9248 East Riggs Road, Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

Phone: 480-895-8766

Contact Our Staff
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